


Jenkins Day School
Welcome Back! 2025-2026








Dear JDS Families:
We are excited to welcome you back to school, for our 37th year, on September 2nd/3rd for our 2025-2026 school year.  This year’s theme comes from Nehemiah 8:10, The joy of the Lord is our strength – Jenkins Jumpin’ Joy Arcade.  During our year, the children will learn that God is always faithful and can be trusted in their life; and we will approach our days with joy and celebration of all He has done for us!

Please review the contents of this handbook and reach out with any questions. Information has changed from years past, and we want you to be kept informed of all our policies and procedures.

The staff at JDS is ready to welcome our students back and are committed to doing the important work of preparing them to be lifelong learners and lifelong servants in God’s Kingdom. There is great comfort in know that the God we trust is much greater than our circumstances and His work continues in the face of our challenges. We cannot wait to see what He has in store!

With Love, 
Tracy and Staff









Jenkins Day School
Community





JDS Mission:
· To encourage emotional, social, physical, mental and spiritual growth in each child.
· Create a safe and healthy school environment for all students, families, and staff.
· Provide creative and age appropriate games, manipulatives, toys and lesson plans for each age level.
· Communicate daily about child’s activities, behavior, concerns, health, safety and goals.
· Provide children with the foundations needed to grow as Jesus did – “in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man” Luke 2:52
· Pray actively for your child and family.  

JDS is family; and as with any family, 
we commit to caring for one another.  
Promise to Parents:
· Communicate Openly and Honestly
· Provide a welcoming space to learn
· Be committed to this program and our students
Parent Expectations:
· Open communication to help the teacher get to know your child
· Allow for flexibility in your child’s day
· Transparency with illness










Jenkins Day School
Illness Protocols





	SYMPTOM/ILLNES
	Should NOT attend
	May Return When

	FEVER
	· Temperature at 100° or above
· Student unable to participate in school
activities as determined by staff
	Temperature is below 100° without the use of a medicine that reduces fever (Advil or Tylenol) for 48 hours

	PINK EYE/ CONJUNCTIVITIS
	· Eye redness, itching, irritation, swelling in one or both eyes
· Thick and purulent discharge
· Matted eyelashes
	· Bacterial Conjunctivitis – after 24 hours of starting antibiotics drops
· Viral Conjunctivitis – note from doctor stating no longer contagious.

	COUGH/RUNNY NOSE
	· Frequent, uncontrollable, disruptive
· Green mucus discharge or discharge that requires constant nose wiping
· Temperature at 100° or above
	· Infrequent, non disruptive
· Clear and infrequent nasal discharge
· No fever for 48 hours

	DIARRHEA OR VOMITING
	· Diarrhea or Vomiting occurs without 24 hours of school start time
	· Free from diarrhea or vomiting for more than 24 hours
· Able to tolerate regular food
· No fever for 48 hours

	HEAD LICE
	  Live lice are present and/or       nits are present
	· Proof treatment is provided, release from doctor or lice treatment center
· Director examines head
confirming lice free

	RASH OR SKIN INFECTION
	· Rash or signs of skin infection that have not been seen by a doctor
· Temperature at 100° or above
	· Rash free or written release from doctor
· After 24 hours on antibiotic/antifungals for skin infection
· No fever for 48 hours.





							Jenkins Day School
Illness Protocols


	SYMPTOM/ILLNES
	Should NOT attend
	May Return When

	SORE THROAT
	· Sore throat with swollen lymph nodes, headache, nausea and/or fever
· Positive culture for Strep Throat
	· Resolution of accompanying symptoms at least 24 hours
· 24 hours antibiotics if positive for Strep
· No fever for 48 hours

	CHICKEN POX
	· Itchy pink/red rash with small fluid-filled blisters
· Temperature at 100° or above
	· All lesions are crusted over and dry with no new lesions, usually 5-7 days
· No fever for 48 hours

	POSITIVE TEST OR SYMPTOMS OF COVID 19
	Positive Test or Two or More Symptoms
· Fever
· Cough
· Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
· Fatigue
· Muscle or body aches
· New loss of taste or smell
· Sore throat, congestion, runny nose
· Nausea or vomiting, diarrhea
	· Symptom free AND symptom free for 48 hours 












			Jenkins Day School
Daily Procedures





Your child will be greeted by our staff at the main JDS door, or at the door outside the gym. You will need to park and bring your child to their designated door. We will apply hand sanitizer, and your child will be greeted in their classroom. You are welcome to take your child to class on occasion, but please make trips quick to not disturb the other children already in class.

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL: 
If your child is in the Baby, Toddler or PreK classes you will drop them at the far gym door.  If your child is in the 2’s or Preschool classrooms, you will drop off at the main, JDS entrance.  If you have more than one child in the program, please drop off at the door of the YOUNGEST child. Doors will not open before 8:55. 

Dismissal will take place from the same door as arrival. Please arrive no later than 2:00 to pick up your child. If you find yourself running late on occasion, please text Tracy at 615-498-4489. We appreciate you being mindful of our staff’s time.  

Visiting with friends and other parents is encouraged, however, please do not stand in front of the dismissal doors and make sure you have a hand on your child during that time.

CLASSROOM: 
Classroom sizes will be limited to no more than 8-9 students. The Baby and Young Toddler classes will have two teachers.  










	Jenkins Day School
Daily Procedures







LUNCH/SNACK:  In an effort to keep all children safe at school, JDS will be PEANUT FREE this school year!

HOLIDAYS: We follow the Williamson County Schools academic calendar.

INCLEMENT WEATHER: If Williamson County Schools are closed due to inclement weather, JDS will be closed as well. Late arrivals and Early dismissals will also operate on the WCS schedule. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY:
Children will only be released to a parent, guardian, or approved adult. Staff members will sign in your child in and out each day, however, please provide a number where you can be reached during the preschool hours. Parents should notify director and/or teacher if there is a change in who will be picking up their child. Identification may be required. All church doors will be locked from 9:30 until 1:50 while children are present. Playground will be used only when supervised by teachers. Plans are in place for tornado warnings, fire and intruder. Our teachers are required to have a background check, be certified in CPR and first aid, and have received training in Safe Sanctuary.  In September, 2024, the church received a $150,000 grant for safety and security.  Shatter proof/bullet proof on all windows and doors was completed in May. Other plans are updated gate on playground, keyless entry, reinforced inside doors, additional security cameras, intruder training for all staff, and more.












Jenkins Day School
Daily Procedures






DISCIPINE: 
We expect your children to behave in an obedient and respectful manner. Appropriate behavior will be praised. Despite all our attempts to encourage positive behaviors, children will still misbehave at times. When this occurs, we treat the situation as an opportunity for teaching rather than punishment. When necessary, our method of discipline is warning the child and “time-out” or the “thinking spot.” If your child becomes extremely unruly during the day, the director reserves the right to call the parent to pick up early.

FEES: 
JDS is a community outreach effort and not a for- profit organization. Therefore, we try to keep our fees reasonable, while also providing our teachers with a salary comparable to our area and industry standards. Daily rate is $38; monthly tuition is an average of total number of days, divided by 9 months. Monthly tuition for Monday/Wednesday students is $250 per month for one child and $485 for two children. Monthly tuition for Tuesday/Thursday students is $262 per month for one child and $510 for two children. 

A non-refundable registration fee of $75.00 and a supply fee of $115.00 for the fall program will be required upon enrollment. Please note that you will not be charged for days when Williamson County Schools are closed for holidays and/or administrative days. However, we will not be able to reimburse for inclement weather days. Similarly, we cannot reimburse for days your child is not present. Should you need financial assistance, please see the director. If your plans should change, kindly give a month’s notice to the director. This will give us ample time to inform those on a waiting list of an opening. The balance of that month’s tuition will not be 
refunded.












Jenkins Day School
Daily Procedures






	

CURRICULUM: Our PreK classes are all taught by certified teachers; and the students will benefit from their experience. We use guidelines set by WCS for PreK learning, using Frog Street Press curriculum for letters and letter sounds, Handwriting without Tears, and Math Their Way.  

Our Preschool classes will use a curriculum created for JDS using Frog Street Press and Easy Breezy Curriculum. 

Our 2’s classes will follow the Busy Toddlers curriculum by Susie Allison. 
In addition to academic learning, we offer many opportunities for “socialization.” Our thoughts are that children learn through play and interaction with their peers. The activities in the classroom are aimed at teaching the importance of sharing, listening, and working in groups and taking turns. 

We understand the importance of gross motor functions such as running, jumping and skipping, and have provided areas where the children can increase their muscle strength. The kids will have ample time playing in the gym and outside as weather permits.

JDS is blessed to have a talented music director on staff. The children will have the opportunity to participate in music class where they will learn through musical play. The children will also participate in Bible and Chapel Weekly. In addition, “in house” field trips and guests will provide enrichment throughout the year.

OUTSIDE RECESS: Fresh air and gross motor play is an important part of a child’s development. JDS will follow the WCS policy on outdoor recess. We will plan on playing outside when the weather “feels like” over 35 degrees and under 95 degrees. When the temp is over “feels like” 90 degrees, we should
use caution and limit outside time to 15-20 minutes and have water available.  Please dress your child appropriately.  











			
Jenkins Day School
Helpful Hints








1. Children in the toddler and 2s classrooms must bring a mat for rest period. All children must rest quietly, not necessarily nap, during rest time. Please bring any item (pacifier, blanket, “lovey”) that would be necessary for your child to rest comfortably. PLEASE LABEL EVERYTHING with your child’s name! 
2. Dress your child comfortably for active, and possibly messy, play! For little girls, please provide shorts or pants under dresses. We ask that you dress younger children in clothing that will ease diaper changes. Use disposable diapers and bring extras! To promote independence, older children should be dressed in clothing that can be easily managed in the restroom. For your child’s safety, we will ask them to wear shoes at all times. ALL CHILDREN SHOULD HAVE AN EXTRA SET OF CLOTHES IN THEIR BAG AT ALL TIMES. 
3. Each child must bring a peanut free lunch and snack each day. We ask that you be mindful of our teachers and provide lunches that your child can easily manage. We are unable to heat up lunches.  
4. We discourage bringing toys from home. This may create a distraction in the classroom when favorite toys do not want to be shared with the other students. If an item is brought, it must remain in their “cubby” and not to be removed from the classroom and taken to the gym, music room, or outside. It is the responsibility of the parent and child to keep up with special things brought from home. 
5. We will be happy to celebrate your child’s birthday and encourage the parent to provide “bite size” cupcakes, cookies, muffins, etc. Please let your child’s teacher know when you will be celebrating the child’s big day! Special occasions and holidays are celebrated in the classrooms throughout the year. 
6. Children who are 3 years of age are required to be in the process of potty training and must be able to ask to use the restroom. Diapers are not allowed, but pull-ups are acceptable, if they are used for toilet training purposes only. We highly encourage the child to be fully independent in these skills by 3 years 6 months. 
					Jenkins Day School
Helpful Hints






7. We will be fostering a sense of independence in our Preschool and PreK students! The teachers will teach them to hang up their backpack, place their lunch in the basket, and get out their snack for the day. PreK students will also sign in each day and complete their morning work before having free play. 
8.  If you are nursing, please make sure that your baby feels comfortable using a bottle. Similarly, contact napping is not possible in our classroom setting. As much as we would love to snuggle all the babies all the time, it just isn’t feasible. We are happy to rock and cuddle and soothe; but we also don’t want your baby to be upset and hungry while at school!
9.  If you need to get in touch with us during the day, please contact Tracy at 615-498-4489.  




